10/17/2016
Dear Jefferson County Citizens,
This election, the Jefferson County Health Department is asking for funding for the department through a mill levy. The County Health Board decided about five years ago to hire a full-time school nurse as more schools were eliminating that position. Seven out of eight of the county schools do not employ a school nurse. The one school that does have a nurse offers a part-time position.
Pam Hanna, RN serves as the Jefferson County Health Department school nurse.  Pam has a hectic job and schedules each school at least one time a week.  The school nurse serves over eleven hundred children. The traditional school nurse position requires a number of health screenings: vision, growth and development, hearing, dental, and kindergarten.  This is still a big part of the activities the nurse is busy with, but in recent years the role of the school nurse has expanded with an increase in students who come to school with complicated health issues requiring attention by the school nurse. Chronic conditions such as asthma, anaphylaxis, type 1 and 2 diabetes, epilepsy, obesity, and mental health concerns affect a child’s ability to be in school and learn.
Often the school nurse is the only healthcare provider a child sees. When the school nurse sees a student, she can identify problems and find resources for that child to address the issue.  Last year Pam networked with the Lyons Club to provide corrective lenses to five students and has made a number of referrals for mental health evaluation. A child’s health is directly related to their ability to learn.  If a child has a problem and it isn’t identified, participation in school is more difficult.  The school nurse supports student success by providing health care through assessment, intervention and follow-up for all children at school.
Thank You,
Joan Van Duynhoven, RN, CNM, MS
Jefferson County Health Officer
POB 872
Boulder, MT 59632
